Project Blue Book:
 

Project Blue Book was the Air force’s last publicly known program that dealt with the UFO phenomenon. It was brought into existence after project Grudge in 1952 for the reason of national security and also the reason of public demand on wanting to know what these UFO’s where. Also certain top ranking officials within the Air force were very dissatisfied with the way Project Grudge was handled and who believed the UFO phenomenon needed more put into it than what was put into it by projects Sign and Grudge. One of these Officials was Gen. Charles P. Cabell. Another change came when General William Garland joined Gen Cabell staff. Gen Garland thought UFO’s deserved more serious research; because he himself had witnessed a UFO. 

Early in 1952 Project Blue Book was formed. It was given the name Blue Book because of blue pamphlets used in college final exams. The close attention by high ranking officials to the new project felt that the study of UFO’s was as important as college final exams at major University’s. 

The first head of the project was Capt Edward J. Ruppelt. An experienced airman who was decorated in WWII and afterwards earned an aeronautics degree was picked for the position of Head of Project Blue Book. Capt Ruppelt was the first one to use the term Unidentified Flying Object. In his book The Report on Unidentified Flying Objects, Capt Ruppelt stated that UFO was a better term to use other than flying disk, saucer , or flying saucer. So the term UFO was put in place.

Capt Ruppelt  streamlined the manner of UFO reports. Especially from military personnel this was in hopes of down playing the ridicule associated with the reporting of a sighting of a UFO. He also ordered the developed a standard questionnaire for UFO witnesses this was to uncover data which could be subject to statistical analysis. Capt Ruppelt also commissioned the Battelle Memorial Institute to create the questionnaire and computerize the data. The Institute by collecting reports and putting it into computer statistical data format did a massive statistical study on the phenomenon of the UFO. It was completed for the Air force in 1954 and is known as “Project Blue Book Special Report No. 14.

Astronomer Dr. J Allen Hynek was the scientific consultant for Project Blue Book. Dr. Hynek was also the scientific consultant for Projects Sign, and Grudge.

Dr Hynek worked for the project until its termination and was the man who developed the characterization of witness reports. Ruppelt left the project in 1953 for temporary duty assignment. He returned a couple of months later to find his staff had been reduced to two subordinates. Frustrated with this down sizing of his staff and the project Ruppelt suggested UFO investigations should be handed over to the Air Defense Command unit ( the 4602 Air Intelligence Service Squadron ). 

 

After the Ruppelt era of heading Project Blue Book there were 4 other Heads Chosen to continue the project and its investigations into the UFO phenomenon. These were:

 

Captain Hardin

Captain Gregory

Major Friend

Major Quintanilla

The four predecessors’ took command at different times from the years 1956 to 1969, the last head of Blue Book being Major Quintanilla.

During the years 1956 to 1969 Project Blue book the Air Force decided to reduce the number of unidentified UFO reports to a minimum. By late 1956 the number of unidentified sightings had dropped from 20-25% of the Ruppelt era, to less than 1%.

The investigations were assigned to the 1066th Air Intelligence Service Squadron, and most reports coming in were classified as Identifiable and little investigations into the reports were done if any at all. In the 1960s NICAP a civilian UFO investigation research group publicly charged Blue Book with covering up UFO evidence. Some Congressman at this time period asked for an investigation into the dealings of the Air Force concerning UFO investigations and Project Blue Book. Congress and the CIA investigated the Project. The Air Forces response to the criticism  and investigation was to add more personnel , increasing the total personnel to three military personnel and also civilian secretaries ATIC also increased the budget for Project Bluebook.

In 1963 Major Quintanilla took over Blue Book and continued the debunking efforts set forth by the Air force. At this time sharper criticism arose from the public and from some within the scientific communities.

One out spoken physicist and UFO researcher Dr. James E. McDonald flatly declared Major Quintanilla “not competent” from either a scientific or investigative perspective. Dr. McDonald also stated that Quintanilla should not be held accountable for he was chosen for the position by his superiors and was only following orders.

Others in the scientific community including Blue Books own Science advisor Dr Hynek criticized the methodology of Blue Books investigations and the debunking efforts of the project to explain away detailed reports from prominent sources with shoddy answers such as chasing the moon, or seeing the planet Venus or misidentifying the Planets Saturn or Jupiter for a UFO sighting.

This criticism from Dr Hynek sparked a response letter from Colonel Raymond Sleeper of the Foreign Technology Division. In the letter Sleeper asked Dr Hynek to offer advice on how Blue Book could improve its scientific methodology.

Dr. Hyneks response dated October 7, 1968.

 

A. … neither of the two missions of Blue Book [determining if UFOs are a threat to national security and using scientific data gathered by Blue Book] are being adequately executed.
B. The staff of Blue Book, both in numbers and in scientific training, is grossly inadequate.
C. Blue Book suffers…in that it is a closed system…there is virtually no scientific dialogue between Blue Book and the outside scientific world.
D. The statistical methods employed by Blue Book are nothing less than a travesty.
E. There has been a lack of attention to significant UFO cases…and too much time spent on routine cases…and on peripheral public relations tasks. Concentration could be on two or three potentially scientific significant cases per month[instead of being]spread thin over 40 to 70 cases per month.
F. The information input to Blue Book is grossly inadequate. An impossible load is placed on Blue Book by the almost consistent failure of UFO officers at local air bases to transmit adequate information.
G. The basic attitude and approach within Blue book is illogical and unscientific.
H. Inadequate use had been made of the Project scientific consultant. Only cases that the project monitor deems worthwhile are brought to his attention. His scope of operation…has been consistently thwarted… He often learns of interesting cases only a month or two after the receipt of the report at Blue Book.
 

None of Hyneks suggestions resulted in any changes of Blue book.

 

In 1966 the Condon Committee was established after Congressional hearings dealing with a wide range of accusations by the scientific community and also public UFO research organizations such as NICAP who’s membership at this time period had grown to 15,000 members.

The Committee was headed by Edward U. Condon.

The Committee’s evaluation of the UFO phenomenon led to the suggestion to Congress and the Air force that there was nothing extraordinary about UFO phenomenon and that further research would not be worth while.

 

On December 17, 1969, Secretary of the Air Force Robert C. Seamans. Jr. announced that Project Blue Book would be closed, stating further funding could not be justified  on the grounds of national security or in the interests of Science.

 

Blue Books files were sent to the Air Force Archives at Maxwell Air Force Base in Alabama.

 

Note: Many members of the Condon Committee felt that the report that was sent to the Congress of the United States and to the Air force was not legitimate for the reason many of the members considered Edward Condon bias.
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